
Dermatiti psoriasiformi e spongiotiche  

GERARDO FERRARA 

 

U.O.C  ANATOMIA 

PATOLOGICA  

ASUR Marche 

Area vasta n. 3 - Ospedale  

di Macerata 

 

CATHERINE M. STEFANATO  

 

Dep. of Dermatopathology 

St. Johnôs Insitute of 

Dermatology 

LONDON 

 





Patterns istopatologici  
 
 
 
 

Pattern= modello, struttura  



Hermann Pinkus 





















Perivascular superficial 
ÅPerivascular only 

ÅInterface lichenoid/Interface vacuolar 

ÅSpongiotic 

ÅPsoriasiform 

ÅSpongiotic-psoriasiform 

ÅPsoriasiform/spongiotic psoriasiform band-like 

ÅPsoriasiform ballooning 

ÅBallooning band-like 

ÅBallooning 

ÅPerivascular + interstitial 



SPONGIOSIS 

ñIntercellular edema of the 

epidermisò 



Absorbent Sponge: 

 Porous connective tissue skeleton of  

marine animals of the ñPhylum 

Poriferaò 







Dermatite acuta spongiotica 









Dermatite subacuta spongiotica 





Dermatite cronica spongiotica 



Lichen simplex chronicus 



Lichen simplex - Histopathology 
ÅCompact orthokeratosis with focal parakeratosis 

ÅHypergranulosis 

ÅOccasional pseudoepitheliomatous hyperplasia 

ÅProminent irregular acanthosis with curvilinear, blunt 

rete ridges 

ÅPapillary dermal fibrosis, with vertically oriented 

collagen bundles 

ÅSuperficial chronic perivascular inflammatory infiltrate  

ÅRare mast cells and eosinophils 

ÅAs lichenification may be superimposed on other 

dermatoses, careful search for other disorders is 

advised 









Entità anatomocliniche appartenenti 

allo spettro del lichen simplex 

ÅPrurigine (prurigo simplex, prurigo subacuta) 

ÅAmiloidosi maculare 

ÅLichen amiloidosico 

ÅPrurigo nodulare 























Spongiotic dermatitis vs MF 

 Spongiotic dermatitis 

ÅSpongiosis prevailing 

 

ÅFlask-shaped, 

Langerhansô cell-rich 

intraepidermal 

collections 

ÅPsoriasiform hyperplasia 

 Mycosis fungoides 

ÅIntraepidermal 

lymphocytosis prevailing 

ÅTrue Pautrierôs without 

Langerhansô cells 

 

 

ÅPsoriasiform+lichenoid 

(patchy) 

ÅPsoriasiform+atrophic 





An example of Patrierõs microabscess  
provided by a famous dermatopathologist  

An example of pseudo - Patrierõs microabscess   
provided  by another  famous dermatopathologist  



CD1a 



Prof. Lorenzo Cerroni  



Pattern psoriasiforme puro  

Psoriasi 
Dermatite seborroica  
Pitiriasi rubra pilare  
Dermatofitosi  
 
 



Psoriasiform pattern 

ÅRegular acanthosis of the epidermis, but with 
suprapapillary thinning 

ÅParakeratosis and/or orthokeratosis 

ÅVariable acute inflammation, especially 
involving the epidermis & stratum corneum 
(ñMunroò & ñKogojò microabscesses) in 
psoriasis vulgaris (the 3  primary diseases 
featuring neutrophils in  the stratum 
corneum are psoriasis, the  superficial 
dermatophytoses, & PLEVA) 

ÅPerivascular chronic dermal inflammation  

ÅPapillary dermal hypervascularity 



Che cosa significa pattern  
psoriasiforme???  



Goccia di cera 
Membrana di Duncan-Bulkley 

Rugiada sanguigna di Auspitz 






